
To request help, call MetroWest Legal 
Services at 800-696-1501  
or visit mwlegal.org.

Family 
Preservation 
Project
Advocating for families to prevent family separation

 If so, the Massachusetts Family Preservation Project may be able to help you and your family. 

Are you a parent or caretaker who has an open Department   
of Children and Families (DCF) case or investigation?

The FPP provides holistic, parent/
caregiver centered legal representation 
and support to strengthen families and 
prevent DCF child removals.

The FPP advocates directly with DCF for the family and 
can help a family with other legal issues such as:

Domestic violence protection,  
paternity establishment, child 
support divorce, and custody

Food, cash assistance, 
Social Security, unemployment

Special education and 
school discipline

Eviction and 
homelessness

Unfortunately, the FPP cannot assist the family if the children have already been 
removed or the family is involved in a court case with DCF.

If you do not live in Metro West, visit  
familypreservationproject.org to find an FPP advocate.



The FPP team advocates directly with DCF, appeals adverse DCF 
decisions, connects the family to community resources, and secures 
additional legal services from within its own legal services agency.

How the FPP works

For more information about the FPP at 
MetroWest Legal Services, call  
800-696-1501 or visit mwlegal.org.

DCF intervenes in the family

Goals

Support and 
empower 

family

Correct 
family’s 

DCF record

Prevent child 
trauma & family 

disruption

Speed up 
DCF case 

closure

FPP team learns from the family 
about their strengths and needs

FPP assists the family in 
working with DCF

FPP connects the family 
with “right-fit” resources

FPP accesses additional 
legal services for the family

• Education
• Family Law

• Benefits
• Housing

Advocacy 
with DCF

Appeal of adverse 
DCF decisions

Family education 
and empowerment

Keep child 
with their 

family


